Illinois AAUP Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes—April 22, 2006, 9: 00 a.m.
@St. Augustine College

Present: Michael McIntyre, president, Leo Welch, vice-president, Lisa Townsley, treasurer, Lee Maltby, secretary, John Wilson, Peter Kirstein, Curt Field, Brian Frederking, Pan Papacosta, past president, esteemed guest Cary Nelson, president-elect national AAUP

1) Welcome to all, esp. Cary Nelson 

2) Minutes of November 5, 2005 approved 

3) Treasurer’s report (with figures) from Lisa Townsley—hassles with national office continue, Lee will check with national to confirm mailing address, Cary Nelson confirmed that bookkeeping/clerical/staff/computer issues a problem at national. Lisa reported we will be a 501(c) by June (or IRS will be after us). Questions raised regarding need for insurance for meetings and cell phone expense (approx. $700 annually).  John Wilson reported possible development in website re: new webmaster. 
Treasurer’s report accepted after proper motions.
4) Summer institute—John Wilson plans to attend, Peter Kirstein maybe. Michael McIntyre reported receipt of Flo Hatcher scholarship. 
5) Academic freedom issues—Leo Welch reported on a number of academic freedom cases, outlined process of offering services to faculty, both John Wilson and Peter Kirstein offered to assist.

Leo reported being appointed by the Governor to the board of EIU to assist in policy revision of faculty manual.

Leo also reported that state ethics regulations are being expanded to community college faculty and employees, which impacts on academic freedom and Ist amendment rights. Possible fear is that ethics act is being used to intimidate faculty and can lead to self-censorship.

Michael McIntyre reported on two cases, one which went badly due to accusations of corruption, and the second, the Klocek case at DePaul, that had several problems with the actual firing as well as due process issues.

6) Leo provided a legislative update—budget was still being debated, and the budget is a problem. There was talk of a slight increase for public universities and community colleges. The Governor’s promise of ‘no tax increase’ has put great pressure on the budget, including especially the state university retirement system.

7) Election of state officers—a lengthy discussion followed, with Michael McIntyre reporting on procedures for the election of state officers. The election processes have some difficulties of process, expense, fairness, changes in bylaws, and federal regulations. Cary Nelson suggested that state chapter bylaws be changed to simplify process and then mail the bylaws to the membership for approval (which again is an expense). Tentative conclusion was to ignore the changes this year and see what comes from national. 

Michael M. proposed that four executive committee members attend the national conference as ASC delegates, scheduled June 8 to 11. John W. would attend in place of Lisa T, which was approved. Leo W. and Michael M. expected to attend, Lee M. ‘a maybe’ (and did attend). Pan P. asked attendees to be conservative with expenses, Michael M. suggested using national guidelines for expenses. Cary N. would like to see the national conference expand academic opportunities so that more faculty can attend.
8) State council and executive officers—need to replace four, but Lisa and Lee will remain. John W. hopes to rotate off and be replaced with another graduate student, Michail M. has possible replacement.

Following were approved as possible replacements: Leo Welch, Lisa Townsley, Chris Simone (sp?), Christine Lems, and Patricia Simpson.

9) Cary Nelson remarks—call him with ideas, national needs $$, running a deficit in national conference, need to establish an endowment, perhaps reduce dues to increase membership, which has dropped 50% in last couple decades, need to explore ideas to help fund endowment.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:30 a.m., with lunch at Thai restaurant.
Respectfully submitted,

Lee Maltby, secretary

IL-AAUP

Illinois AAUP Chapter meeting

April 22, 2006

@St. Augustine College, following address by Cary Nelson

Present: Michael McIntyre, president, Leo Welch, vice-president, Lisa Townsley, treasurer, Lee Maltby, secretary, John Wilson, Peter Kirstein, Curt Field, Brian Frederking, Pan Papacosta, past president, esteemed guest Cary Nelson, president-elect national AAUP

1). Budget was presented and approved

2) Following were approved as delegates to the national conference: Michael McIntyre, Leo Welch, John Wilson, Lee Maltby. 

3) Leo W. reported on state budget, anybody’s guess when agreement will be made.

4) Last year’s business meeting minutes were approved.

5) Michael M.—bylaws likely need to be amended, newspapers one avenue to notify membership of changes, or US mail

6) We need email addresses for state chapter members, Lee is to send national names of new Illinois officers.
7) Michael M. noted that $300 grants are still available to local chapters seeking to offer presentations on AAUP matters.

8) Michael M. moved to adjourn, and motion was approved.

Respectfully submitted.

Lee Maltby, 

Secretary, IL-AAUP

